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2008 Call For Papers

33rd Annual Meeting of the Social Science History Association

“It’s About Time: Temporality and Interdisciplinary Research”

Miami, Florida, USA  23-26 October 2008
(This call for papers is also available electronically at http://ssha.org.)

Submission deadline:  1 February 2008

The SSHA is the leading interdisciplinary association for historical research in the US; its members share a common concern for interdisciplinary approaches to historical problems. The organization's long-standing interest in methodology also makes SSHA meetings exciting places to explore new solutions to historical problems. We encourage the participation of graduate students and recent PhDs as well as more-established scholars, from a wide range of disciplines and departments.  The 2008 conference will be held at the Hotel InterContinental Miami, Miami, Florida, USA.

Historians are interested in the past. But when exactly does the past end or the present begin? After a decade of sophisticated theorizing about space, it may be time for a fresh look at time. 
The 2008 Program Committee especially seeks panel proposals that will focus on questions related to time in interdisciplinary research. Do different social science disciplines specify the temporal dimensions of the past differently? How does periodization of the past figure across disciplines? Is time just another kind of space? Does history’s concern with the past make its understanding of causation different from other disciplines? What are the advantages and disadvantages of treating time as a sequence of distinct eras rather than as a continuous flow, a progression or evolution, or a repeating cycle?  Do concepts of time differ in analysis of the life of a person, a business enterprise, a political regime or a nation? Papers and panels that explore how temporality matters in the methods of history, the humanities, or the social sciences are particularly encouraged. So are panels that encourage dialogue among historians and advocates and practitioners of, for example, “time geography” or the “sociology of time.” 

The SSHA program is developed through networks of people interested in particular topics or approaches to interdisciplinary history. Paper and session proposals should be submitted to the appropriate SSHA network(s):  Criminal Justice/Legal; Culture; Economics, Education; Family/Demography; Health/Medicine/Body; Historical Geography; Labor; Macro-historical Dynamics; Migration/Immigration; Politics; Race & Ethnicity; Rural; States & Societies; Urban; Women & Gender.  Prior discussion with network representatives is encouraged but not required.  For a list of current network representatives and network home pages, see http://ssha.org/networks.  If you are not certain about which network to send your proposal to, ask the representatives of the network closest to your interests, or ask the program committee co-chairs. Papers and Panels on themes not related to the “It’s About Time” theme are also welcome. 
(continued on reverse)

SSHA President for 2007-2008

· Donna R. Gabaccia, University of Minnesota drg@umn.edu.

Program Committee Co-Chairs for 2008 Conference: 

· Mabel Berezin, Cornell University (Sociology) mmb39@cornell.edu
· Suzanne Sinke, Florida State University (History) ssinke@fsu.edu
· David Mitch, University of Maryland, Baltimore County (Economics) mitch@umbc.edu
How to participate in the 2008 SSHA Program 
Starting in early December 2007, proposals for individual papers and complete sessions will be accepted at http://ssha.org.  Contributors should take note of the following SSHA rules and traditions: 

· Panels should represent more than one discipline and institution. 

· Panels that include material from more than one place or time are particularly welcome. 

· To maximize the number of participants, individuals may present no more than one paper and participate in no more than two sessions. 

· Panels co-sponsored by two or more networks are encouraged.

Proposals for individual papers and complete sessions are due 1 February 2008.  
Acceptance or rejection notices will be emailed around 1 May 2008.  All participants on the 2008 SSHA Program will be required to pre-register for the conference and to join SSHA (if not already members.)
SSHA-Rockefeller Archive Graduate Student Travel Awards

The SSHA-Rockefeller Archive Graduate Student Travel Awards will be given to up to thirty graduate students, based on the quality of their paper or poster submissions.  Applications for a SSHA-Rockefeller Archive Graduate Student Travel Award must be submitted by 1 February 2008. Papers with non-student co-authors are not eligible.  Application materials will be available at http://ssha.org/conference/travel-grant.
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